
COLOSSEUM
The grandest and most celebrated of all of 
Rome’s monuments, the Colosseum was 
completed in 80 A.D.

ROMAN FORUM
The hub of the city in Republican and Imperial
times, it features ancient ruins and the rostrum
where Marc Antony made his impassioned
speech over the body of Julius Caesar.

VATICAN CITY
One of the smallest states in the world, with
1,000 citizens all connected with the Catholic
Church, the Vatican mints its own coins, 
prints its own stamps and keeps its own army 
of Swiss Guards.

ST. PETER’S BASILICA
By far the largest church in the world, 
St. Peter’s Basilica took more than 100 
years to build and involved a succession 
of important artists and architects.

VATICAN MUSEUM
One of the richest museums in the world.

SISTINE CHAPEL
Chapel featuring Michelangelo’s greatest 
works of art, “The Creation of the World” 
and “The Last Judgment.”

TREVI FOUNTAIN
Rome’s most famous fountain.

CATACOMBS
Labyrinth of underground tunnels created dur-
ing the Roman Empire. The catacombs extend
for miles and comprise several levels.

TARQUINIA
Historical town that dates back to Etruscan 
times. The ancient Etruscan tombs and Etruscan
National Museum are located nearby.

THESE SITES CAN BE FOUND ON THE
MAP AT THE BACK OF THIS GUIDE

DOCKING
Your Princess ship docks in Rome’s port city,
Civitavecchia. The town center of Civitavecchia is
approximately one and a quarter miles away. The drive
to Rome is approximately one and a quarter hours.

SHORE EXCURSION DEPARTURES
Passengers will meet at a specific location for each
shore excursion departure. Please refer to your tour
ticket and the Princess Patter for the correct place
and time. Your Shore Excursion staff will be at that
location to assist you.

TAXIS
Limited taxis are available pierside and throughout Rome.
Confirm your fare with driver before departing. 

TRAINS
Trains are available from Civitavecchia to the
Stazione Termini in Rome. Local currency will 
be required for the fare. For more information
inquire at: www.italiarail.com

SHOPPING
Craftsmen from the region are renown for 
their workmanship. You’ll find good bargains in: 
Jewelry: Coral necklaces and bracelets; also cameo
broaches. China: From fine porcelain to inexpensive
pottery in brilliant traditional designs, as well as
hand-painted ceramic tiles. Fans: Colorful, hand-
painted designs. Furniture: Particularly small cabinets
and jewelry boxes. Lace: Handmade Fashionwear:
Latest styles Straw-work: Hats, bags and baskets.
Leather: Bags, gloves, belts, etc.

The best places to shop are along Via del Corso, 
Via Frattina and Via del Gambero. Please refer 
to the Rome City Map specific locations.

PUBLIC SERVICES
Post Office: In Civitavecchia, the post office is
located at Via Giordano Bruno 11. In Rome, the
main post office is at Piazza S. Silvestro. They are
generally open Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and from 3:00 to 8:00 p.m.,
and on Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to noon.

Banks: Most banks are open Monday through
Friday from 8:40 a.m. to 1:20 p.m. and from 
3:00 to 3:45 p.m.

Museums: Vatican museums are open Monday
through Friday from 8: 45 a.m. to 3:20 p.m.;
Saturday from 8:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.; closed
Sundays except the last Sunday of the month.
Colossuem is open daily from 9:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. Roman Forum is open daily from 
8:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m. Roman Catacombs are 
open Monday through Sunday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. and from 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.;
closed on Tuesdays.

Shops: In the summer, most stores in Rome are
open weekdays from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Saturday from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. Shops close Sunday. Souvenir shops
usually have longer hours.

PROPER ATTIRE
Please wear proper attire ashore when planning to
visit churches, cathedrals and other sacred places.
Shorts for both men and women are considered
improper. Women should also cover their bare
shoulders. The dress code of covered knees and
shoulders is strictly enforced at St. Peters.

LOCAL CUISINE - Food Specialties
Fish, vegetables and homemade pasta are 
staples here. Recommended foods include: 

Frittura del golfo: small fish fried to a crisp 
and eaten whole

Saltimbocca alla Romana: veal scallops with ham
and sage, cooked in wine and butter

Piselli al prosciutto: fresh peas cooked with pieces
of ham Gnocchi: Small potato-based dumplings with
butter, tomato or meat sauce, traditionally made
only on Thursday.

Of course, you’ll want to try the “original”
Neapolitan pizza, flavored with tomato, 
anchovies, marjoram and mozzeralla.

Drink Specialties - The volcanic wines from the
region have a slightly smoky quality. The best
include: White Wines: Orrieto, Frascata, Castelli
Romani Red Wines

It is always recommended that you drink bottled
water while in port.

TIPPING
Suggested tipping is 10 percent for good service.

SOME USEFUL WORDS
Yes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Si
No  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . No
Please  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Per favore
Thank you  . . . . . . . . Grazie
Good morning  . . . . Buon giorno

PRINCESS CRUISES AGENTS
In case of emergency while you are ashore, 
please contact:

Ant. Bellettieri and Co.
SRL Largo Plebiscito 23/4
Civitavecchia, Italy 00053
Telephone: 39-0766-5861
Telefax: 39-0766-586213

Note: The information in this port guide is subject to change without notice. We apologize for any inconvenience, 
but Princess Cruises cannot accept responsibility for any such alterations. Thank you.

Places of Interest Practical InformationAdventures Ashore® Port Guide ~ Civitavecchia (for Rome)

Smaller but more impressive, the
Colosseum could seat 50,000 in comfort. 
It was primarily a theater, with the many
spaces below the arena floor used as “back-
stage”: space to store props and equipment,
or to house dressing rooms and animal
cages. The arena could be flooded for naval
battles, then dried and sanded in just a few
hours for gladiators to battle against animals
or one another. Here also, early Christian
martyrs and other prisoners were thrown 
to the lions.

Next to the Colosseum is the triple 
Arch of Constantine, the emperor who
delayed the decline of the Empire in
313 A.D., Constantine issued a decree
of religious liberty to stop the persecu-
tion of Christianity. Some of the stone
work on this arch was “borrowed” from 
earlier monuments, since the quality 
of skilled labor was already weakening.

Near the northern end of the Forum 
is the imposing Trajan’s Column.
Decorating the column are more than 
100 panels, showing scenes of Trajan’s 
war against the Dacians. The panels are
skillfully carved along a continuous spiral
pattern, reaching to the top of the column.
At the foot of the monument is Trajan’s
Market, a modern looking complex of 
150 shops on three levels.

One of the most significant ancient 
monument is the Pantheon, built in 
the first century. Once called a “Temple
to All the Gods,” it was most likely a law
library. The circular design is compact
and stately, with a single chamber. The
magnificent dome is made of reinforced
concrete, with no internal support need-
ed. All light for the interior comes from
the large central opening; drains in the
floor take care of the rain. The painter
Raphael is buried here, together with 
the first two kings of the united Italy.

Before the fall of the Roman Empire, 
the city gradually became a nucleus of
Christianity. The Apostles Peter and 

Paul both preached here before their
execution by the emperor Nero around
67 AD. Their graves are marked today
by the basilicas bearing their names. 
St. Peter’s Basilica forms the heart of
Vatican City, the world’s smallest sover-
eign state, and home to the Pope since
1377. The Vatican Palace is the formal
home of the Pope, in his capacity as
bishop of Rome, and also contains the
Sistine Chapel and Vatican Museums.

Constantine built the first church over 
the grave of Peter, but his structure 
was in very poor condition by the 
15th-century. At the height of the
Renaissance, Constantine’s basilica 
was replaced with a new, larger design.

The building you see today is the work of
many architects, including Michelangelo,
who designed the huge dome. The facade
and the colonnade were added by Gian
Lorenzo Bernini a century later in the 
more flamboyant baroque style. The mas-
sive square encompassed by both arms of
the colonnade offers welcome to pilgrims
from every part of the globe.

The interior of St. Peter’s is enormous,
though well proportioned. A long
inscription with letters six feet tall
extends all around the interior, just
under the roof; Seemingly life-sized
angels holding basins for holy water
turn out to be immense. Small gold 
letters in the pavement mark the relative
sizes of the world’s largest churches. 

Under Michelangelo’s graceful dome is 
the central altar, covered with a ceremo-
nial bronze canopy, a baldacchino,
designed by Bernini. This bronze was
stripped from the inner dome of the
Pantheon, which made him very
unpopular with the Romans of his time.
Michelangelo’s famous Pieta is immediately
to the right of the doors. Below the main
floor are the “grottoes,” with the tombs 
of Peter and many more recent popes.

Pope Sixtus IV added a dignified chapel 
in the late 1400s. Paintings on the walls
show parallel scenes from the lives of
Moses and Jesus. It is still called the
“Sistine” Chapel after him. His nephew
Julius II commissioned Michelangelo to
decorate the ceiling with scenes from the
creation of the world, as well as prophets
and biblical heroes. The work took three
years to complete, and has recently been
restored to its original brightness.

Twenty years later, Michelangelo was 
hired again to add another work to a 
wall behind the altar, the Last Judgement.
This powerful fresco focuses on Christ
the Judge, surrounded by Mary and the
Apostles; the dead rise from the earth for
reward or punishment. Michelangelo’s
own face appears in the skin of St.
Bartholomew.

Your tour of Rome may include countless
other treasures of history. The Basilica 
of St. John Lateran is the Cathedral of
Rome, built by Constantine. The Church
of Santa Maria Maggiore or St. Mary
Major has the highest bell tower in the
city. The gold decorating the ceiling is 
the first which Columbus brought back
from the Americas.

The Capitoline Hill overlooking the
Forum was the site of the most impor-
tant ancient temples. Next to it is the
imposing 1911 Monument to Victor
Emmanuel II, Italy’s first king. You’ll 
see why the remembrance is popularly
known as the “wedding cake.”

The statue and Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier face Piazza Venezia, one of the
largest squares in the city. Mussolini had
the headquarters of the Fascist Party here,
and spoke to crowds from the balcony 
to the right of the monument.

In the very long history of the world, 
more significant things probably
happened in Rome than anywhere else.

Colosseum
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In the early years of its history, R
om

e’s
port w

as O
stia, at the m

outh of the T
iber.

Em
peror T

rajan built C
ivitavecchia as a

new
 port w

hen O
stia becam

e unusable 
due to silt and sedim

ent. T
he harbor is

guarded by a renaissance fort com
pleted

by M
ichelangelo in 1557.

T
he origins of R

om
e are anchored in the

tale of R
om

ulus and R
em

us, tw
in sons 

of R
hea and the god M

ars. C
ast adrift in 

a basket, the tw
ins w

ere steered by the
gods to the m

arshes under the Palatine
H

ill. H
ere they w

ere cared for by a w
olf

until they w
ere found by a shepherd.

T
old by the gods of their destiny to build

a great city, the now
 adult brothers fought

over its nam
e and w

ho w
ould rule. 

Rom
ulus killed his brother, and thus becam

e
the first king of the city he called Rom

e.

In reality, the truth about how
 R

om
e w

as
founded is unknow

n. W
e do know

 that a
sm

all island in the T
iber m

ade a convenient
place to cross, and that the seven hilltops
near it w

ere safer places to live than the
m

alarial sw
am

p betw
een them

. And yet
the sw

am
pland represented a fine m

eeting
place for the hilltop com

m
unities, and it

w
as eventually drained by a clever 

piece of civil engineering.

A
lthough it’s not very rom

antic to say
that the R

om
an Forum

 began w
ith the

construction of a sew
er, the fact rem

ains.
T

he city w
hich grew

 up around that
Forum

 w
as practical, hard-headed, and

m
ore than a bit cynical. T

he earliest
archaeological rem

ains are pieces of
C

apitolino pottery from
 the 12th-century

B.C
. By the 9th century, villages w

ere
probably established on all R

om
e’s seven

hills. T
he Etruscans m

ost likely ruled the
settlem

ent, w
hich prospered increasingly

from
 trade and com

m
unication routes.

By 509 B.C
., the R

om
ans w

ere pow
erful

enough to overthrow
 the Etruscan kings

and declare a R
epublic. 

Ancient Rom
ans w

ere convinced that no
problem

 existed w
hich they could not solve

w
ith planning and good engineering. T

hey
w

ere great borrow
ers of other nations’ ideas,

and equally good at m
aking “Rom

ans” out
of som

e of the m
ost diverse races. At its

greatest, the Rom
an Em

pire circled the
M

editerranean, and included m
ost of the

w
orld know

n to them
 at that tim

e.

T
he sam

e R
om

an Forum
, even in its

ruined condition, teaches m
uch about the

state in w
hich it w

as produced. As a gath-
ering place, the Forum

 w
as sim

ultaneously
a m

arket, a center for political debate and
decisions, and a religious hub w

here the
tem

ples of the chief R
om

an gods w
ere 

clustered. T
he heart of the Forum

 runs
from

 the single Arch of T
itus, adorned

w
ith scenes of the sack of Jerusalem

 in 
70 A.D

., to the triple Arch of the African
Em

peror Septim
ius Severus, and the 

C
uria building w

here the Senate m
et.

Flanking the Sacred W
ay w

ere rich tem
ples,

and large assem
bly halls like the Basilica

Aem
ilia, w

here you can see the exquisite
pink and gray pavem

ent dotted w
ith green

circles (that are ancient bronze coins w
hich

fused w
ith the m

arble w
hen the roof caved

in during a fire). Behind the Forum
 are the

ruins of the Palatine H
ill, on w

hich the
w

ealthiest fam
ilies built their palaces close

to the Em
perors.

Beyond the Palatine is the site of the
C

ircus M
axim

us, w
here chariots raced

before 250,000 cheering spectators. M
ost 

of the superstructure has disappeared,
although the track is clearly visible. T

he
exhilarating racing scene from

 the m
ovie

“Ben H
ur” w

as film
ed here.
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