Laem Chabang (for Bangkok)

Laem Chabang_09/05_SHXPRTGDE_0002



Adventures Ashore® Port Guide ~ Laem Chabang (for Bangkok)

Like Britain, Thailand has been
compelled by geographical position
and relative weakness to preserve itself
by maintaining a balance among its
enemies. Unlike Britain, Thailand is
not protected by a sea moat. Since they
could not defend their frontiers, the
Thais have for centuries alternatively
placated and defied their enemies,
adroitly changing allies as necessary.

Thailand’s success in preserving her
independence during the 19th and

20th centuries when all her neighbors
were losing theirs is the most outstanding
feature of her modern history.

Probably the most stable and best-
administered state in all Southeast Asia,
Thailand accepted the lead of a vigorous
monarchy through centuries of its strug-
gle with the West. Thais survived several

national disasters while maintaining their
traditions. They also had more experi-
ence in dealing with Europeans than any
other people on the mainland, having
permitted Western traders to do business
in their country ever since the first
Portuguese arrived. They also successfully
coped with the French attempts to take
over the kingdom in the middle of the
17th and later 19th-centuries.
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